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Evangelism Among the Gentiles

The events of Acts 10 & 11 set the stage for Gentile Evangelism 

Acts 8:1 describes how the disciples were driven from Jerusalem 

Acts 9:1, 2 speaks of Saul’s mission to Damascus for the purpose of destroying the Church

Acts 10 – 11:18 tells of the first directed evangelism to the Gentile

Luke now speaks further of the evangelism even in the face of opposition – Acts 11:19 – 21
Antioch was the third largest city of the Empire, behind Rome and Alexandria. Antioch had a population of about 500,000 and as a connecting point between East and West was a very multicultural city - boasting a population of 500,000

Because of its location as the hinge which joined together the Eastern and Western Roman Empire, Antioch was truly a cosmopolitan city
Barnabas was sent by the church in Jerusalem to check on these new churches – Acts 11:22 - 26
Barnabas` visit was not so much to exercise authority as it was to encourage this young congregation
After a while Barnabas goes to Tarsus, about 150 miles, “to look for Saul” and brings him back to Antioch with him

 “For a whole year” is one of the few times Luke gives a time period

Their ministry there saw good results

In time the believers  became known as  “Christians” - meaning “belonging to Christ” (used two other times in scripture – Acts 26:28 – King Agrippa to Paul and 1 Peter 4:16 – if one suffers as a Christian do not be ashamed

Ignatius (early second century) the name was used extensively
There is a cloud on the horizon – Acts 11:27 - 30
Some “prophets came down” from Jerusalem – refers to elevation of Jerusalem
A “prophet” was one who spoke through the guidance of the Holy Spirit – 2 Peter 1:21

Agabus the prophet gives information here regarding the hard physical times that were coming – (Later he will speak of the imprisonment of Paul – Acts 21:10)
The meaningful response of the church was to collect contributions to send to their fellow Christians in Judea

Persecution by King Herod continues with the Martyrdom of James and Imprisonment of Peter – Acts 12:1 – 4

Luke gives insight into how the early church coped with opposition to the faith, as well as how the gospel overcame every obstacle 
“King Herod” is Herod Agrippa I, the grandson of Herod the Great 
Herod Agrippa used this authority to arrest some “who belonged to the church” 
James, brother of John and son of Zebedee (Matthew 4:21) was put to death…perhaps fulfilling the words of Jesus – Matthew 20:20 – 23
When Herod saw this made the Jews happy, he arrested Peter as well – during the Passover

Held him – secure (verse 4) - for trial following the Passover

The best laid plans…etc. – Acts 12:5, 6
Peter’s dangerous predicament is underscored with the contrast in 12:5—Peter was guarded in prison, but the church was in earnest prayer

The indication of the language is that their prayer was continuous

As far as the believers knew, Peter was about to suffer the same end as James had
Meanwhile, Peter was “sleeping between two soldiers” 
Peter was being held, chained to the soldiers who guarded him

Apparently these soldiers were also asleep 
Two other soldiers stood guard, one at each gate of the prison
Luke describes Peter as sleeping on the night before he might be going to die

Was Peter’s faith giving him such peace of mind – courage a regular trait of these early Christians – Acts 4:21; 5:41; 16:25; 20:24; 23:11; 27:25; 28:31 
Peter is led by an angel to freedom – Acts 12:7 – 11
Truth of his delivery finally set in and Peter returned to the brethren – Acts 12:12 - 17

Finally, they went out to open the door

Peter filled them in on the events and told them to take the news to James (the Lord’s brother who would become a pillar – Galatians 2:9) and the brothers

Peter then left for another place and does not reappear until the discussions in Acts 15
Excitement at the Discovery of Peter’s Escape – {gross understatement} – Acts 12:18, 19a
Unfortunately for the soldiers guarding Peter, Herod ordered an investigation into Peter’s disappearance and with no satisfactory explanation, they were executed 
The Death of a god (in his own eyes – Acts 12:19b – 23) 

The chapter begins with the active persecution of Christians ordered by Herod, ends with his judgment

Pride goes before destruction

Describing the death of Herod, Josephus says that a “pang of grief” pierced his heart and he was seized with “a severe pain in his bowels”
He was carried to his bed where he suffered for the next five days until he died

Luke says that he was “eaten by worms” 
God had rendered judgment on the king 

BUT – The Church Continued to Progress – Acts 12:24
